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FORECAST  INDICATES  LARGE  WORLD  CORN  CROP 

World  corn  production  in  1953-54-  is  estimated  to  be  about  the  same  as 
the  near -record  1952-53  crop,  on  the  basis  of  preliminary  information 
available  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,    The  current  estimate  of 
5.6  billion  bushels  Is  very  slightly  below  last  year's  outturn  which  had 
been  exceeded  only  by  the  record  world  crop  of  6  billion  bushels  In  194&* 
Maintenance  of  last  year's  high  total  is  attributed  to  good  outturns  in 
Europe  and  favorable  prospects  in  South  America,  which  offset  reductions 
in  other  areas,    This  f5.rst  estimate  of  the  world  total  includes  allo\jances 
for  harvests  in  Southern  Hemisphere  countries,  where  planting  is  still 
underway,  with  present  estimates  subject,  of  course,  to  considerable  change 
on  the  basis  of  actual  harvest  results,, 

Production  in  North  America  is  estimated  at  3,4-00  million  bushels, 
118  million  bushels  less  than  in  1952.    That  is  the  smallest  corn  production 
in  this  area  since  194-5.    The  bulk  of  the  reduction  is  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  indication  for  Mexico  accounting  for  the  remainder.    The  estimated 
crop  of  3,196  million  bushels  for  all  purposes,  in  the  United  States  repre- 
sents 94-  percent  of  the  continental  total  and  57  percent  of  the  estimated 
world  total  for  this  season.    The  current  estimate  is  110  million  bushels 
less  than  the  total  for  all  purposes  last  year  and  is  409  million  bushels 
less  than  the  record  harvest  of  3,605  million  bushels  for  this  country  in 
194-3.    Of  the  3,196  million  bushels  this  year,  a  total  of  2,860  million 
is  expected  to  be  harvested  as  grain.    Corn  produced  in  1953  is  mostly  of 
good  quality  and  low  moisture  content,  which  will  facilitate  storage.  The 
crop  reduction  from  last  year  is  due  to  a  decrease  in  acreage  and  smaller 
yields  per  acre.    Estimated  yields  of  39.6  bushels  per  acre,  however,  arc 
still  among  the  highest  of  record. 

The  crop  in  Mexico,  the  second  largest  corn  producer  of  North  America, 
is  forecast  at  126  million  bushels,  compared  with  134-  million  in  1952  and 
the  prewar  average  (1935-39)  of  68  million  bushels.    Acreage  is  estimated 
to  be  about  the  sane  as  in  1952  but  yields  arc  not  up  to  the  high  yields 
of  a  year  ago.    The  crop  in  Canada  is  estimated  at  19,5  million  bushels, 
about  the  same  as  in  1952  but  much  above  the  prewar  average  of  7  million 
bushels.    Acreage  and  yields  arc  considerably" abov<^~ the  prewar  level. 
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Corn  production  in  Europe  appears  much  larger  than  the  poor  1952 
harvest  though  it  is  not  up  to  the  prewar  average.    The  increase  is 
mainly  in  the  Danube  Basin  countries  where  the  corn  crop  was  cut  sharply 
by  drought  last  year.    Late-summer  drought  in  parts  of  the  area  reduced 
the  corn  crop  again  this  year,  and  total  production,  though  considerably 
better  than  the  small  1952  harvest,  is  still  somewhat  below  average. 
Moderste  increases  over  the  1952  crop  are  reported  for  western  Europe, 
where  record  or  near-record  outturns  are  reported  for  some  countries. 
The  harvest  in  Italy,  the  largest  producer  of  Western  Europe,  is  esti- 
mated at  118  million  bushels.    This  is  one  of  the  largest  crops  of  recent 
years  though  somewhat  less  than  the  record  outturn  of  135  million  bushels 
reported  in  194-0,    France's  estimated  harvest  of  29.6  million  bushels 
would  set  a  new  production  record  for  that  country, 

Corn  is  a  relatively  small  crop  in  the  §oyiojtjhiion.,    The  current 
crop  appears  likely  to  be  less  than  in  3,952  because  of  lower  per  acre 
yields.    Somewhat  below-average  yields  are  indicated  on  the  basis  of 
unf avorable  conditions  in  some  important  producing  regions c 

Production  in  Asia  is  estimated  to  be  695  million  bushels ,  a  little 
below  the  large  1952  total  but  considerably  above  average.    A  slight 
reduction  in  acreage  is  estimated,,  but  smaller  yields  account  for  most 
of  the  decrease, 

Africa's  corn  crop  is  tentatively  estimated  at  230  million  bushels, 
compared  with  310  million  a  year  ago*    The  current  estimate  must  be 
regarded  as  a  very  preliminary^  indication,  since  the  ranking  producer 
of  the  area,  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  is  just  planting  its  corn  for 
the  harvest  to  begin  next  April.    This  is  the  crop  that  combines  with 
corn  harvested  in  Northern  Hemisphere  countries  in  the  fall  of  1953. 

The  corn  harvest  in  South  America  takes  place  generally  about  the 
same  time  as  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  only  tentative  allow- 
ances arc  possible  this  early  in  the  season*    Some  increase  over  last 
year's  acreage  is  forecast,  especially  for  Argentina  inhere  the  Govern- 
ment is  encouraging  an  increase  of  20  percent  in  acreage,  Maintenance 
of  last  year's  guaranteed  price  of  about  £;2.29  per  bushel,  for  the 
1953-54.  marketing  season  has  been  announced.    It  is  still  too  early, 
however,  for  a  definite  indication  of  the  actual  acreage  increase 
effected. 

Corn  is  of  minor  importance  in  Oceania.     Increased  acreage  is 
expected  in  Australia,  the  principal  producer  of  the  area,  and  if 
growing  conditions  are  favorable  a  good  increase  may  be  expected  over 
the  4.4-  million  bushels  produced  there  last  season. 


